
The choir wishes to help you recollect yourselves for the great mysteries of this night by 
singing these first four meditative songs. Let us all unite our sentiments with the 

sentiments vibrating in heaven this blessed night… 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

“In the Bleak Midwinter” 
“Away in a Manger” 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

The words to “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” are especially beautiful. This hymn 
was chanted before the Consecration of the Mass, in the ancient Liturgy established by 

St. James the Apostle. Tonight we sing it in the same spirit: welcoming His dramatic 
descent to earth “in the Body and the Blood.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW ALL KNEEL FOR PROCESSION OF THE INFANT JESUS 
 

Go to page 2 and join in the singing when indicated 
Page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS AT THE MANGER 
Father leads prayers to the Divine Infant. 

 

SONG: “THOU DIDST LEAVE THY THRONE” 
We make these words our heartfelt prayer tonight, hoping that these sentiments will always remain 

strong in our lives. “O come to my heart, Lord Jesus. There is room in my heart for Thee.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn to back page for hymns for Mass of the Shepherds 
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PROCESSION OF THE PRIEST 
Please stand and join in singing, full Voice! 

“O COME, DIVINE MESSIAH” 
O Come, Divine Messiah, The world in silence waits the day 

When Hope shall sing its triumph, And sadness flee away. 
 

Sweet Savior haste! Come, come to earth; 
Dispel the night and show Thy face,  
And bid us hail the dawn of grace; 

O Come, Divine Messiah, 
The world in silence waits the day 
When hope shall sing of triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 
 

Shalt come in peace and meekness, 
And lowly will Thy cradle be; 
All veiled in human weakness, 

Thy Majesty we’ll see! 

PROCESSION OF THE INFANT JESUS 
“O COME LITTLE CHILDREN” 

Children sing the first three verses. 
Congregation kneels and joins in at the 4th and 5th verses. 

 

4. Kneel down & adore Him with shepherds today 
Lift up little hands now and praise His as they; 
Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

And join in the song of the heavenly host! 
 

5. Sing glory to God with exceeding great joy, 
O sing of your love for this new baby Boy; 
Together with angels our voices we blend 
To praise Him forever and ever, Amen! 

Please stand and join in singing: 
“The First Noel” 

1. The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 



 

MIDNIGHT MASS OF THE NATIVITY 
 

“MASS OF THE SHEPHERDS” 
The Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from “Mass of the Shepherds.” 

Pietro Yon wrote this Mass to resemble the melodies of shepherds he heard singing in the 
Alps. We sing it in memory of the shepherds who visited Bethlehem. 

 
INTROIT:  “Dominus Dixit…” 

 
GRADUAL: “Tecum Principium” 

 
OFFERTORY: 

“Laetentur Coeli” 
“Transeamus” 

“Flos de Radice Jesse” 
 

COMMUNION: 
“Corde Natus ex Parentis” 

“In Splendoribus” 
“Resonet in Laudibus” 

“Puer Natus in Bethlehem” 
 

RECESSIONAL: 
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” #13 

“Silent Night” 
 

AFTER MASS 
“Alma Redemptoris” 

“See Amid the Winter’s Snow” 
“Infant Holy” 

“In Dulci Jubilo” 
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